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ment. that can be 
brought againſt In. 
y in Defence of Chriſtanity, 


are tboſe, which prove both from 
be eakneſs of Human Under-  _ 
 franding, as well as from the: - 
| Keli gi WY that ext 21 in . the 55 2 1 
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Form it, the abſolute Neceſfity ity of 
4 Divine Infirudbr ; ; and that 
"207 bout ſuch an Aſiftant, true 
* igion not only would newer 
have been reveal ed; but li e- 
n > it could never have mY 

fuſed through the World. 

e I 8 is what ] have en- 


bope -" 5 ervice mh 7055 ill Fi n 
be done to Chriſtianity will atone 
or page Mi flakes in this. im er- 


2 


- 


Hay. . 


LUKE i 14. 
Ghory to God in the High- 


e, and on Earth, Peace, 
| Good-will rowards Men. 


2 F Chriſtianity had 3 1 | 
* 8 ſigned for the Conviction 
only of the Wiſe and Learn-. 
ed: or, if the Minds of Men 
had been indifferent in Mat- 

3 ters of Faith, when its Di- 
vine Laws were propoſed: to them; there 
would then have needed no other Motive 
to have convinced Mankind of the Rea. 
ſonableneſs of its Doctrines than its Mo: 
+ > 5 ral Daties. But as there was no Nation 
TY * chat Time: in e rg R WINK back 


6 The Divinity of the 

an Eſtabliſhed Religion, (a) which de- 
_ +Tived its Authority and Eſteem from the 
Pretence of a divine Original, or a Re- 
velation from Heaven. So we find, in 


fact, from the Records of all Hiſtory, | 
that not only their Religious Rites and 


Ceremonies were ſecured from Alteration 


and Contempt by ſuch Means, that were 
inſurmountable to Human Learning; but 
likewiſe that Religion and Superſtition 
were ſo ſtrangely entangled together, that 
Human Reaſon could not feperate them: 
Ber none but a Divine Meſſenger from 
ven could have diſcover'd true Reli- 
gion. 15 that for theſe following 
Reaſons. + 


I. Becavse the Founders of Super- 8 
Wieden Had taken effectual Care to diſ- 
countenanee Fruth and Virtue, and to 
propagate and ſupport their idle Kodons, 
Firſt, by perſuading the Obſtinate and II- 
literate, who are in every Age vaſtly ſu- 
| perfor in Number and Power to the Wiſe 
and the Learned, to receive their ridicu- 


lous Dreams for Truths founded on Di- 


vine Revelation. Which Artifice one 
R 


6) Vid. A Letter to Dr. Woterland, 


Chriftian Religion. 7 = 
cured their Impoſitions from Change 
Inſult, without any other Sa 
for when once the Miſcellaneous Mul- 
titude are perſuaded, that their Religious 
Rites are of Divine Extrackion; there is 
nothing ſo incredible, but what they are 
made to believe, and nothing ſo abſurd 
but what they are perſuaded furiouſly 10 
ſupport and maintain, 
But ſecondly; that there might not be 
the laſt Avenue open for Truth and 
Reaſon to appear. Theſe Spreaders like- 
wiſe of ſtrange Doctrines baſely compel- 
led the judicious Few to Silence by enact- 
15 „ee to puniſh. them, when 
r they ſhould preſume by their inge- 

nious and uſeful Labours, to lay open to 

the World the Cheat and Forgery of their 


Eſtabliſnhed Religion; which Laws were 


duely exccated' as often as Occafion ſer. 


TT ved. For no ſooner. did any brave and 8 
| illuſtrious Hero in Literature among the 


Cree endeavour to extirpate the Follies 
that were then engrafted into the Vitals 
* Reſgian x 5 e Soerates's ©. — ; 


CE 


5 ws n l 

| ve * Godhead, and that the Gods of his 
Country were but Vanities. Vide Aul. Gelllum & 
Ban i +48 — 3 3284 „ + 


8 . / 5 

9 The Divinity of the 
was ready prepared. for him; or Diago- 
#8ss (c) Frights every where attending 
him. How careful too the Egyptians 
were for the Support of their Eſtabliſhed. 
Religion may be ſeen from Herodotus, 
who aſſures us, that they would not ſo much 
as touch the Knife or Diſh of one, who 
diſſented from them. As for the Romans 
they twice baniſhed from amongſt them 
the Egyptian Gods, becauſe their Rites 
were contrary to thoſe practiſed at Rome.. 
The firſt Time (d) under the Conſulſhip 
of Piſo and Gabinius and the ſecond in 
the Reign of Tiberius (e); and their ſe- 
veral Edicts publiſhed againſt the Chri- 
ſtians, by different Emperors,. are ſuffi- 
cient Teſtimonies, that theſe polite Peo- 

8 hg ple 

(e) The Athenians could not Le e 
for denying the Exiſtence of God, becauſe his. 
Verſes begun thus: That all Things were poverned 

_by @ Godhead. It muſt be then for burning the 
Image of Hercules. by way of. Contempt to the: 
Eſtabliſhed Religion of his Country. Vid. Du. 
Pleſſie. The ftbenians likewiſe baniſtied Prota · 
geras only for doubting of their Gods. Cum Ab 
deritem Protagoram, Athenienſes, conſulte potius 
quam profane de Divinitate diſputantem, & expu- 
lerunt ſuis finibus, & in concione ejus ſcripta de- 
uſſerint. Vid. Min. Felicem, & Cicer. de Natura 
w ³ĩWm . 7 

1 5 id, Dionem, Lib. iv. 


4 
/ 
* 


* 


Chriſtian Religion. 9 
ple ſeverely proſecuted the Diſturbers of 
their Eſtabliſhed Religion. And among 
the Jews, it was a heinous Crime, and 
followed with many bitter Puniſhments; 
either to add or diminiſh any Thing from 
the Law of Moſes, That it was moral ly 
impoſſible, under ſuch curſed: Slavery, for 
Truth and Argument to make any Pro- 
greſs in the World, without the Aſſiſt- 
ance of a Power, that ſhould open the 
Eyes of the giddy Multitude, more than 
the ſpeculative Points of true Morality ; 
for with them | 


Segnius irritant animos Ane per aurem; 


1 Quam que unt oculis ſubjecta Jidelibus. ( FI. 
The Author therefore of our Religion for 


the Conviction of theſe Creatures; and, - 
conſequently for the eaſier propagating of 
his Doctrine, thought proper to work 
many and divers Miracles, which are ma- 
nifeſt Proofs of Power, that as his Leſſons 
of Morality were ſufficient to bring over 
to his Party Men famous in their Genera- 
tion for their Worth and Learning; ſo 
theſe ſecondary Aids of Chriſtianity might | 
convince the Obſtinate and Illiterate of 
the eee of that Religion, 


2 


1 1 . EO 2] 


10 The Divinity of the 


which made Proſelytes of the Moraliſts 
and Philofophers, from its native Purity. 
Wuo contrary to that other Tribe of 
Men, are not to be frighted into the Be- 
lief of any Religion, howſoever well re- 
commended or atteſted by outward Signs. 
For they are well aſſured, that no Religi- 
on can come from God; or be counte- 
nanced by him, but what proves its Di- 
vine Original, from the noble and ratio- 
nal Conceptions it gives us of the infinite 
Perfections of Almighty God; fo as that 


his Honour and Glory may be.rightly and 


'. what are fitted for theſe two 


truly promoted, byour religious Addreſſes 
to him; and by enforcing ſuch Laws for 
publick Uſe, as concern only the Good 
and Benefit of Mankind. Fheſe are tlie 
Proofs, theſe the Miracles that muſt de- 
monſtrate the Divinity of any Religion 


to Men of Senſe any Learning 5 for it is 


7 very abfurd to imagine, that God ſhould 
. reveal any Podrine, or any Belief, * 
great 

Kiens, which are rightly ſtated in the 
Chriſtian Religion; if it is underſtood. 


_ by its Followers, as its * | 
tended it ſhould be. 88 
Fon he did not defign- Chriflianior 
mould fo be learnt, as if every Word, 
or W ores by 1 were pro- 
pPoſed 


— 


. Chriſt an Religion. 12 


3 for practical Duties to all Chriſti- 
ans, of all Ages, and of all Countries. 
For as thoſe Apothegms, Narrations, Pa- 
rables and Hiſtories which were ſpoken 
by Chriſt on particular Occaſions, and to 
particular Perſons, were ſpoken to ſuch 
Particular Perſons, and on ſuch particular 

| Occaſtons as never can happen again; ſo 


5 can be more abſurd and irratio- 
| nal, than to make theſe Lectures, or pri- 
| vate Iaſtructions, the Standard of Faith 
Wh gs Per 
were many Things of this Sort ſpoken 
Chriſ, and afterwards recorded by the 
Apoſtles, we are told by St, Jabn, who 
likewiſe gives us a Reaſon, why they were 
not all mentioned in Scripture. - Becauſe, 
2 #f they ſboutd he Written pu] 
I fuppaſe, that even the World i 
vat contain the Books that ſhould be written, 
John xxi. 25. As for thoſe which are 
written, we find, they are fo blended. 
- wich the weightier Matters of Chriſtiani- 


Y tz that it en raqy/ bay 
BB Kfible for an incurious Eye 
dne from the other. 3 
are undiſtinguiſhable to unlettered Men; 

yet to Men ef ns. and J udgment, 

Who know, chat i the Na- 


and Gobdrels' to reveal any Thing g. ber 8 
what promotes its own Glory, and the 
Good of Men, ſo they want not the Aid 
of Miracles to help them in the finding 
out, what was deſigned for publick Du- 
ties; and What was related by the Apo- 
ſtles by Way of Embelliſhment to the 
Life e.. 0 
Bur leaſt the undi ning Crowd | 
ſhould blunder in this truly, uſeful and 
publick ſpirited Religion, by their jumb- | 
ling private Admonitions and publick 
Duties together, and making one as ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to be followed as the 
other; and ſo by their injudicious Inter- 
pretations bring Shame, inſtead of Ho- 
nour upon our moſt holy Religion. This 
Miracle therefore of the heavenly Hoſt 
was wrought (as thoſe of Chriſt were for 
their Conviction) to ſhew them, at one f 
View, the great End and ultimateDeſigr 
of Chriſtianity, which they will find, if 5 
they dare truſt to the Credit of theſe Di- 
vine Meſſengers, without any further 
Scrutiny, to conſiſt only in promoting 
the Glory of God, and che ood of Den 
| __— Earth. ue | 


— — 
2 —— a ——— a. 


| II. Bur though Miracles ww II 5 
| &@ for the Convietion of the Nutte | 
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1 ine, engin. 13 
5 8 without which our Religion cock not 
have been propagated: yet we had ſtill 
been loſt in a Labyrinth of deſtructive 
Errors, had not our Blefſed Redeemer 
known better, than the moſt wiſe and 
penetrating—Philoſopher $5 0." ſeparate. 
Fruth from Falſhood. For there were 
fo many falſe Doctrines fo cloſely cement- - 
ed with thoſe of Truth, that though the 
wiſeſt Philoſophers. and Poets had too 
much Knowledge to receive every Arti- 
cle of their Religion for Divine Com- 
mands; yet they had at the fame Time 
too much Weakneſs to diſcover all the 
Errors that were publickly profeſſed: As 
| is evident from the Confellion of one of 
the eee Maſters of Reaſon that An- 
tiquit r produced; namely, Twlly, 
who hte us, That he and his 808 were 
not of the Number of thoſe Philoſophers, 
Who could ſee nothing true in Religion; 
but they were of the Number of thoſe (g), 
who did acknowledge, that Truth and 
Falſhood were become ſo vaſtly alike, 
þ: WE it was nn the Reach of vie 
3 Wiſ⸗ 


0 BY You « enim 7 ii, 3 nihil rerum elfe 
3 videatur; ſed ii, qui omnibus veris falſa quædam 
Pow qc eſſe dicamus, tanta Similitudine, ut in iis 
nulla infit certa judicandi & nl nota. De 
Natur Deorum.: NT THe; 
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T4 The Divinity of the 
— Wiſdom to diſtinguiſh one from the o- 

ther. Therefore the beſt Method that 
* could find out to prevent his'Cotem- 
raries from falling into Superſtition, 
Was, by defiring them () to 1mitate not 
only the Philoſophers, dut likewiſe their 
Anceſtors, by making a Diſtinction be- 


tween ſuperſtitious and religious Idola- 
Tue n mad Advice did ve 


give (i). 
Vana Senken, 6 F e 


And Horace (t) reckoned the Rees Deos, 
1. e. true Religion, being reſtored to the 
Nomans by Auguſtus, to be one of thoſe | 
great Bleſſings, that were procured to 
them by that Emperor. It would be ſu- 
perfluous to mention the different Opi 
ons among the Greek Philoſophers, Since : 
Cicero has performed that Taſk in his 
. firſt Book, (Of the Nature of the Gods) 
where the Weakneſs of Human Reaſon 
4/1" Fin diſplayed ; for there we ſhall find 
not one Philoſopher of them all, but what 
bath — the 1 of his e 
8 bas 
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- Chriſtian Religion. 4 
8 ES ſome abominable Vice and egregi- 
ous Abſurdity. 


We we may learn, that we had 


till been groping, for all our boaſted 


. + Reaſon, in miſerable Darkneſs, had it not 


pleaſed a Being ſuperior inUnderſtanding, 
to that of Human Reaſon, to ſeperate for 
the Uſe of the Wiſe and Learned, the 
falſe Tenets of Idolatry, from the pure 

and undefiled Religion of God; fince 
the fineſt Reaſoners before Chriſtianity 


were incapable to diſcover all the WN 


and Reveries of their Eſtabliſhed Religi 


- Oh; Therefore, if we muſt make the 


Religion of Nature our Theme, let us 


with the great Mr. Wollafton confeſs (1), 
that we never ſhould, by the Strength of 


our own Reaſon, . find out true Religion; 


and that we want a Guide to direct us in 
ſome neceſſary Truths, that Human Rea- 
ſion is too weak to diſcover. Here like- 
viſe let us obſerve, that though natural 
ERKReaſon is not ſtrong enough to diſcover 
Truth; yet it is clear enough to perceive 

= and the Neceſſity of its. Eng, 8 


when propoſed and ſnhewn. 


= Havinc- thus ſhewn, chat anjes- our . | | a 
| Saviour had 2 che grols. Errors of 
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16 The Divinity of the 
- Superſtition, for the Inſtruction of the 
Wiſe and Learned, from the Doctrines 


of true Religion : As well as performed 
Works of Miracles, for the Conviction 
of the Unlettered,. we never ſhould have 
has. true + Religion in the World. F 


| 1 SHALL now prit6ed to the Made | 
of the Text, and conſider wherein Chriſt 


0 eee = TE 


| KL Tus Glory of God. 50 br : 0 . 


— 


PL. Goop Will towards Men. 85 
EY Cn RIST. promoted the Glory of 


God : - Firſt, - Among the Fews, who 
 chaigh they were the peculiar Pebple of 
God, and taught more rational Concep- 


tions of his Divine Perfections, than the 


Reſt of the World; yet they inſtead of 


giving unto the Lord the Honour . due 
_ unto his Name, by worſhipping the Lord 


3 5 in the Beauty of Holineſs,” wrought Fol- 


mee in Iſrael, 17 their too N Reliance 
on external Performances. For they vain- 
ly imagined, that the Glory of God and 

a of Men >" were ee if . 


2 Religion: - Pp 


they did but obſerve their Days and 
Months, and Times and Years, without 
any Regard to Moral Virtues. But as 

this Kind of Worſhig did greatly debaſe 
the Infinite Perfections of Almighty God; 
ſo it met with juſt Reproof Som our Sa- 
viour, who told them: In vain do ye wor- 
hip God, teaching for Dorines the Com- 
mandments of Men; for laying aſide wag 


 . Commandments of God, ſuch as * Shy 


Mercy and Truth, ye hold the Traditions — 

Men; ſuch as waſhing of Pots and Cups, 
and other outward Ceremonies, that you 
make the Word of God of none Effect thro* 
22 T. raditions, Mark oY | = that 
they might no longer affront Almighty 
+ God, 7 offering — a Worſhip Which 


_ "he Atti abhorred, he tells them, God 


is pleaſed with that Worſhip only, that 
declares the vaſt Love and Veneration his' 
Creatures have for him, by loving him 
with all their Hearts, and with all their 
Souls, and with all their Minds, and with 


all their Strength, Mark xii. 30. This 
s that rational Service, ſays he, that your 


_ heavenly Father prefers to all Burnt-Of- 
be kane and Oblationss. 

' . Secondly, TREY diſhonoured God 9 
denying him to be the Common Father 
of e e Which was in ſhort depriv- 
8 . ng 
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18 The Nabu if the 


ing him of ſome of his moſt valuable 
Attributes; namely, Wiſdom, Juſtice 
and Mercy. And this they in a moſt 
fooliſh Manner did, when they acknow- 
ledged themſelves to be the only People, 
for whom God had any Care or Con- 
cern, and that they were his peculiar Fa- 
vourites, for their being deſcended. from 


rain and their Adberther-wo :Cir- 


cumemion, and other typical Rites: And 
for theſe Reaſons, and not for Obedience 


to Morality, they believed God granted 
his Favours and Bleſſings unto them, and 


excluded the Reſt of Mankind from any 


Share of them. But what! has God for- 
i N to be gracious? And will he ſhut | 


up his loving Kindneſs in Diſpleaſure 
From thoſe; that. ſeek him by the beſt 
| Means that they are able ? Are his Mer- 
cies fo few in Number that he can in- 
dulge only one Set of Men with them, 


and refuſe them to all the Reſt. A cir- 


cumciſed Few may believe theſe Cruelties 


off the Father of Mercies, if he pleaſethß; 


but a Chriſtian muſt confeſs, © © That 


e God is no Reſpecter of Perſons, but 
5 85 in every Nation, he that feareth him, 


7 and worketh Righteouſneſs is _—_ | 


Af 45 * ble N 8 x. Nec 


* n 
24 4 5's Sb © he Poe 


21 5 45 Is SHALL 


 Obriffa an Reli, gi on. 1 


"I $HALL now in the PIP Place: 
Pre” py how the Glory of God was moſt. 


. eminently diſplay d by he Chriſtian Re-- 


ligion to the Gentiles. And this will ea- 
lily appear by oy ſhort View at their: 
Religion. Wee, 
Tax: Gentiles eſpouſed ſuch mean e | 
ridiculous Things for the Objects of their 


Worſhip, that they greatly diſhonoured: | 
the moſt high God, by giving unto; his- 


Creatures the Tour which was due un- 
to Himſelf. For ſo fooliſh and ſenceleſs 
were they, as to Pay 


the Sun, Moon and Stars, and other in- 


animate Things, whilſt the Maker of 

them was ro diſregarded, or forgot-- 
ten: Nay, ſo great was their Stupidity- 
and Folly, as even to deify and pay di- 


vine Worſhip to thoſe 9 Who, 


by their Ambition and Cruelty, became 
5 the Plague and Peſt of Mankind; for no- 
pg recommended a Hero 2 fooner 


by P 
wee Selina delighted as much. £ 
in 


” Sh Be tor . quot in ade 
| ſepulchra Heroum numerare licet: quos fabula ma- 


nes nobilitat; noſter populus veneratus adorat. Tres 
Lentius contra Symmachum. 53 
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4 Blood * Slaughter, when in the 
happy Fields of Elyſium, as upon Earth, 


| on he 


I p 7 8 5 . * x4 ; a ; a " 
a 8 * 20 * » ' „* 5 #: ape ; 
be Divinity of the 


their mad Votaries: offered, in a moſt 


ſcandalous and barbarous Manner, __ 


man Sacrifices-unto them. 


N Tontum Religio potuil ſuadere Mabrum. ( 5 
Theſe monſtrous and inhuman Sacrifices 


(0) prevailed not only throughout (p) the 


5 El, but likewiſe in Spain (2), Germany 


0, 8 and: "ons: G0. And * 
e e 
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(e) St. Ferom ce "hat this Cuſt \ was 1 N 


be by 0 the Eaſtern Nations from the very Infancy of 
He 


itheniſm. Primum omnium ſcelerum, pro Deo 
Idola venerata eſt. & adoraſti opera manuum tuaru 


Ez. 22. The Manner of ſacrificing to theſe He- 
roes he ſays in 46 of Jaiab was, Non ſolum hu- 
manas Hoſtias captivorum ignobittum Mortalium, | 


ſed & ſuos Liberos immolarent. 


; (D Ex iro bes us, 2 As- ne, 258. 
* 7 vor 7 &THYTY A Ne : 
1 Texvoy. Ed. Par. p. an 1 

„ The Spanzards fac 25 Human Creatures 
” unto their Gods, cutting off their Right Hands to 
offer.them up. * Vid. Lewis de ys. Turquet | 


Deum maxime Wiesent colune, cui certis 


'| Siebus humanis quoque hoſtiis litare. fas habent. 


 Herculem & Martem conceſſis hoſtiis placant. Pars 


—— & Tifidi tacrificat, Tacitus de Mor. Ger- 
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the Romans grew at laſt too palies and 
humane to delight in ſuch helliſh Cruel-- 
ties: yet there was no Fountain . (7) or 
Hill (#) among them too mean to be un- 
_ conſecrated : nor no Perſon too cruel to 
be refuſed a Seat among their Gods (x) t 
nor no Action too obſcene (3) or vici- 
ous to be denied Admittance into their 


religious Aſſemblies. In ſhort, - there 


was no Place in the habitable World free 
from the groſſeſt Impieties : and though 


one Place might bè more fruitful in Er- 


rors than another, yet there was no Coun- 
try. to be found, but what greatly diſho- 


” ts God, and greatly debaſed human - 


in W which was the . in Du _ 
Immani Magnitudine Simulacra habent: quorum eon- 


texta viminibus membra vivisHominibus complent; 
quibus ſuccenſis, circumventi flamma exanimantue 
Homin es. Gal. I. 6. | 

(t) Hujus Nympha Loci, Res Cuſtolia fontis 
Dormio, dum blandæ ſentio murmur aquz. 


Parce meum, - quiſquis tangis cava marmora,fornnurs | 


Lees gs five'bibas, five lavare * 


| ' Nymphis 3 
* 8 Bibe, Lava, 100 
e,, de Agora.” 
+ Et ſacrum Pheebs Soracte frequentant. 
Silius J. 1. 8. 


(x ) Witneſs C aliguta, Cell, S {4 


(„) In Liberi facris honefta pudenda virilia co⸗ a 


r W Mutticudine, ; 8. * de Civit. 
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The Divinity of tbe 
mw by their monſtrous Opinions and 
abominable Practices, that the Chriſtian 
Religion deſerveth our higheſtiEſteem and 
Veneration :: for not only diſplaying theſe 
_ Vanities, and putting in their Stead. the 

that made the Heaven and the 
Earth and all Sus that are therein; 
but for directing us likewiſe in that Wor- 
up, which is agreeable to his Divine 
Nature. For it tells us, that God is 4 
Spirit, and they that worſhip bim, muſt wor 
hip bim in Spirit and in Truth,. John iv. 
24. That i is, they that expect to be aſſiſt- 
ed by God, in their Prayers to him, muſt 


. addreſs him i in ſuch a Form, or Manner, 
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as their Spirit, or Underſtanding, tells 
them to be according to the Information 
of Truth, or in other Words, according 


14: | L In the Didtates of right Reaſon. . 
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+ | Havino: thus briefly ew, wherein 
ECbriſt promoted the Glory of God a- 
inn Men. I ſhall proceed, in the 
next Place, to conſider, . What 18 meant EY 
oy Peace upon Earth. 


Taz: Peace 3 nentione 


ought not 


l to be underſtood of weak univerſal Peace, 
Which ſome learned Men ee falſely af- 
SITES firmed. to have 2 —_— el, 
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Chriſtian Religion. 23 
World at the Birth of Chriſt. Becauſe 
ſcarce in any Period of Time have there 
been more violent inland Wars, than at 
that Juncture. For then it was that (2) 
Drufſus fell in Germany (a), after having 
made ſome Deſolation among thoſe Bar- 
barians. Then it was that Varus (4) and 
_ the and choiceſt Legions of the Ro- 
man Empire were cut in Pieces, by. that 
_ warhke Nation, to the ſenſible Affliction 
of Auguſtus.. And then it was, that 75 5 
Berius (c) was ſent to ſubdue that People, 
though to no Purpoſe; for the greateſt 
Part of Germany was never conquered by 
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( ) Dreſas enim licet is ſolus aliquandiu mini- 
mam Germaniz Particulam in Provinciam redige- 2 555 
re. incubuerit : tamen Cæſus apud Bingium ſatis 
conceſſit. Elias Schedius de Diis Germ. Syngr. 
„FFF ⁵⁵»PVDVTTTT 8 
. . German War began about twelve Years 
1 before Chriſt's Birth. Vid. Marſhall's Chron. Ta. 
> *F — (5) Nunc ſumma deflenda eſt Exercitus omnium 
fortiſſimus, Diſciplina, Manu, Experientia, Bello- 
rum inter Romanos Milites Princeps. Vel. Paterc. 
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a (e) Nee Litem moveat, plurimos Impp. Te a de- 
TW = victis Germanis Germanicos dixiſſe allo ' loriati - 
ſunt Fitulo quod vel in Gallia, aliiſque Provin- _ 
3 Ceisas parva aliqua Strage excurſantes quoſdam Mili- 
tes Germaniz vel vicerint, vel in Amicitiam re- 
ceeperint, vel domita modica Germaniæ Regione 
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2M ' The Divinity of the 
that Emperor. Lucius Florus (d) actu- 
ally excludes the Germans, except ſome 
that dwelt betwixt the Danube and the 
Rhine for making, like the Reſt of the 
World, a ſervile Peace with Auguſtus. 
Aupelius Viftor (e) too declares, Theta 
Inderio Civium Rhetis Illyricoque, as pa- 
cala Externarum Gentium ferocia, niſi Ger- 
mani. Nor was there ever a Peace con- 
cCluded betwixt theſe two Nations in this 
Emperor's Reign, excepting a ſmall | 
Truce at the Death of Druſus, to the 
great, though ſhort liv*d, Joy of the Ro- 
mans (F). So that the Maltitade of the 
Heavenly Hoſt could never. be ſent by 
God to e an Univerſal Peace, when 
ſo great a Part of Europe were up in Arms. 
Moreover, there never was a Peace of 
that high Concern to Mankind, or of 
That long Continuance in the Reign of 
Auguſtus, eſpecially about the Birth of 
ee 8 was worth the * 
80 
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' mox totam 888 domitaſſe t is verbis | 
8 din} inter quos Tiberius Cæſur ſe Germani- 
 "eumdici volune. _ Vide Schedium | de Diis Germ. 
EE 
(d Omnibus ad Occaſum & Meridiem pacatis | 
| Gentibus, ad Septentrionem quoque duntaxat in- 
tra Rhenum atque Danubium, Lib. iv. ö 
FFF | N 
33 * Breve i _ Gaudium, vel. Paterc. i 2. 
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Chriſtian Reli gion. 25 


of ſo glorious a Multitude. Theſe Words 
therefore muſt have ſome other Meaning 


than chanting the Praiſes of a temporal 
Peace, which, if it had really exiſted, 


4 would have added no Luſtre to the Em- 


bafly of this illuſtrious Company. 
THis Peace then I take to ſignify, 


that joyous and ſpiritual Peace, which all _ 
good and ſerious Chriſtians are ſenſible 


of, when they conſider that they are now 


no longer Aliens with God, but that he 


has been pleaſed to reconcile himſelf un- 


to them, by the Blood of Chriſt. Being 
} juſtified, ſays St. Paul to the Romans, we 
have Peace with God, through our Lord- 


Feſus Chriſt, Chap. v. 5. Before this 


| Reconciliation, Men were at Enmity with 


God, by their revolting from his juſt and 
righteous Laws, But now Chriſt has re- 


- ſtored us to his Favour ; by his Doctrines 


and Interceſſion we have free Acceſs to 
God, for our Acceptance of our Perſons 
and Prayers: By thus making us at Peace 
with God, our Saviour has left us a Peace, 
which was not in the Power of the great- 
eſt Conqueror of the World to give. And 
ſurely this Peace of Conſcience, or Re- 
conciliation of God to Man, was more 
1 the Exultations and Triumphs of 


the Multitude of the 3 Hoſt, than 
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26 The Divinizy.of the 
any temporal Peace betwixt Nation and 
Nation. Beſides, this ſpiritual Joy is 


more agreeable to their amiable Charac- 
ters, for if theſe divineBeings are pleaſed 
to rejoice at the Salvation of one Sinner? 


But that theſe Words, Peace upon Earth, 
Peace, we have the Authority of St. Au- 


tin (g) who ſays, Myfie ſpirituale Reg- 
un ef, & quæcunqus oo pertinent, ſpiri- 


tualia fere ſunt, & Pax illa per Chriſtum 


promiſſa & paria, Animorum & 8 ; 
4 Pax . | 


And this will as demonſtrably ap- 


vith thoſe it contradiets q-forbids. 


Fs v then, The Fewos were ſo un- 


| ö . acquainted with Acts of Charity, Bene- 


volence 


3 3 9. nh 63, 


How great muſt their Joy be at the Sal- 
vation bf the whole * ph of Mankind. 


ſignify a ſpiritual and not a_ temporal 


- 
4 * 


Sir dy, e Will „ Men: N 
As. the World was beholden to the 
Preaching of Chriſt for the true Wor- 
hip of God ; ſo was it for the Duties, 
"ung regard ourſelves as ſociable” Be- 


| — 4 true, as the other, if we compare thoſe 
Duties, it commandeth to be followed, 


© Clriftian Reli. gion. 27 


„lende and Humanity, that they were 
remarkable for nothing ſo much as ſhew- 


ing all the Rancour and Bitterneſs they 


eould invent againſt thoſe, that diffented 
from em inReligion. They were taught by 
the Scribes and Phariſces (thoſe falſe Ex- 
unders of the Law) that as their Fore- 
athers deſtroyed many Nations upon the 
Account of Idolatry ; ſo they ought not 


to ſuffer a Stranger to live, or have any 


Being 1 in their Lands. But as theſe per- 


ſecuting Principles were too monſtrous to 


claim God for their Author, our Saviour 
therefore adviſes his Diſciples not to imi- 


ate the Fews in this Reſpect. But1 


„ ſay unto you: (ſays he) Love your 
„Enemies, bleſs oth that curfe- you; 


00. do Good to them that hate you, and 


pray for them that diſpitefully uſe you 
and perſecute you.” The Reaſon he 
gives for this Conduct is, That ye 


may be the Children of your Father, 


1 which 3 is in Heaven: For he maketh 
© the Sun to riſe on the Evil and on the 
Good, and ſendeth Rain on the Juſt 
and Unjuſt. For if ye falute your 
<* Brethren only; what do ye more than 
others? Do not even the Publicans the 
«© ſame, Matth. v. 44, 45, 47- The 
* of theſe Words is this: That 
4C 5 4:7: | thoſe 
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28 The Divinity f * 


thoſe who are Followers of Chriſt's Doc” 
trines, muſt imitate God, by approving 
. themſelves to be like him, who confines 
not his Mercies, like theſe Publicans, to 
-one pafticular Set of Men ; but indiſcri- 
minately extends them to all alike; for 
he pours down his Bleſſings as plentiful- | 
ly upon the unbelieving Gentile, as on dhe 
rue Believer., - :- 

Secondly, The Fews bore ſuch an inve- 
terate Hatred to their Fellow Brethren, 
the Samaritans, upon the Account of their 
- differing from them in ſome outward Ce- 
remonies in the ſame Religion, that they 
not only deprived them of the common 
Neceſſaries of Life, to the Breach of all 
ſocial Virtues; but they even carried their 
furious Zeal ſo far, as to wiſh, that a Sa- 
Maritan (v) might have no Fart in the 
Reſurrection of the Dead. Monſtrous 
Enthuſiaſm | So that the Excellency and 
Uſefulneſs of the Chriſtian Religion doth 
greatly appear in deren ſuch barbarous 
and cruel Tenets. For we are taught by 
that famous Story of the good Samaritan, 
that our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, inſtead of 
promoting Diſcord and Confuſion in So- 
ciety, by * and abuſing our Diſ- 
eng | 


0 Drufis de eb, Sect. lib. 3 cap. It: 


- Chriſtian Religiou. 29 
ſenting Brethren, upon the Account of 
Religion, perſuades us in the moſt en- 
dearing Manner to ſupport and relieve 
them. For, ſays he, Luke x. 30. a cer- 
tain Man as be was going from Feruſalem 
to Fericho, fell into the Hands of inhu- 
man Men, who ſtripped him of all he 
had, and left him weltring in his Gore, 
and deſtitute of all thoſe Neceſſaries, that 
might bring him Comfort in that forlorn 
Condition: And whilſt he lay thus ſtrug- 
ling and panting for Life; by Chance 
there came that Way a Levite, nay, a 
Prieſt, who ſaw him thus helpleſs and 
void of Relief, without affording him 
. ®*the leaſt charitable Aſſiſtance; they cold- 
ly and unconcernedly paſſed by on the 
ather Side. But though the Prieſt and 
Levite left this poor Wretch in this lan- 
guiſhing Condition, who were his Coun- 
try Men, and of the ſame Religion in all 
Reſpects with himſelf ; when the Sama. 
-ritan ſaw him, who was of an Mhrian 
Extraction; and whoſe Religion, though. 
FJewiſb in the eſſential Points of it, yet he 
was ſure, for deviating from them in 
ſome Points of their Religion to be mal- 
traited and inſulted by them. Neverthe- 
leſs, he no ſooner ſaw this helpleſs Crea- 
ture in Affliction, than he took Compal. 
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30 The. Divinity of the 


Hon on him, . waſhing his Wounds, and 
applying healing Ointments to them, and 
ſet him on his own Beaſt, and brought 
him with Care to the Inn; where he not 
only ſupported him with every Thing, 
that might abate his neſs, or relieve 
this Pains, whilſt with him; but he car- 
ried his Charity ſo far as to pawn his Cre- 
dit for him. For on the Morrow, when 
he departed, he took out Two-Pence, 
and gave them to the Hoſt, and ſaid un- 
to him, whatſoever thou ſpendeſt more, 
when J come again, I will repay thee. 
The Advice, that the Author of our Re- 
ligion gave to his Followers, from this. 
Story, was: Go thou, and do li | 
Thirdly, Nor only we find the Fews 
deficient in focial Virtues. towards thoſe 


chat diſſented from them in Matters of 


Religion; but likewiſe they perſecuted, 

with the utmoſt Hatred and Revenge, 
thoſe of the ſame Conſanguinity and Fra- 
ternity with themſelves. That they were 
as badly inſtructed in their Duty towards 
their Neighbours, as they were in their 
Duty towards God. They were made to 
believe, that Sins for which the Law of 


Moſes inflicted no external Puniſhment 


by the Hands of the Magiſtrate, might 
be — yen —_ and other outward 
e 


Cbriſtian Religion. 31 


2 that they could commit 


no Sin by Revenge, though they 
drew | on Hao ding Perſon never fo 
dreadful Inconveniencies, ſo long as they 
could bribe God to an Amneſty 
Cruelties, by Gifts and Oblations. But 
as theſe Principles rendered them unfit 
Members of Society; ſo they were juſt] 
exploded by the Chriſtian Religion, which 
directs its Members in the right Uſe of 
their Reſentment, by not permitting their 
Anger to extend to the Hurt er Detri- 
ment of the Perſon that offends; but 
only to the expoſing of his Injuſtice, by 
rational and moderate Expoſtulations. 


For in Truth Chriſtianity doth not require 


ſuch an Apathy or Inſenſibility to Affronts, 
as not to-ſhew ſome Uneaſineſs when pro- 
voked, but then we muſt not ſuffer our 
Paſſion to go beyond the Bounds of De- 
ceney and C Manners-. As we are 


ht by St. Paul, who bids: us be an- 
gry, but then he bids us at the ſame Time 


not to fin, by ſuffering our Anger te be 


either injuriqus to the Perſon offending, 


us; or of long Continuance, Eph. iv. 26. 
; . «Secondly Tu next Step that Chriſtia- 


nity took to; reform the World in focial 
— irtues, was to 3 thoſe hurtfel 
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Wuo, inſtead of having thoſe natural 
wer ful towards 
„ Which, the Go- 
ſpel aſſures us, are the Sum and Founda- 
tion of all Revealed Religion; diſtribu- 
ted amongſt Mankind all Sorts of baſe 
and wicked Principles, . being without 
natural Affection, full of Deceit, En- 
% vy, Murder, Debates, Malignity, diſ- 

* obedient to Parents. Theſe vile and 
abominable Affections were practiſed. by 
all Orders and Degrees of Men, and 
would ſtill have been practiſed, had they 
not been ſuperſeded or annihilated by 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles? ho came to 
e civilize the rude .unpoliſhed World, 


“ and to make Man mild and ſociable 


* to Man, by commanding us to follow, 


one with the other, whatſoever Things 
t are true; honeſt; juſt; - pureʒ 
« lovely — of good Report; Phil. 
iv. 8. Theſe are the Affections, that 
Chriſtianity expects, ſhould bind and u- 
nite its Members together. And in truth, 
Human Society is no farther uſeful and: 
deſirable, than whilſt it is governed and 


directed by theſe glorious Principles. But 


farther, our Quiet and Happineſs. in the: | 
Life are not all that we are to 


thePradtce of hes Bar 
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it t likewiſe aſſures us, that we ſnall enjoy 
for our good Deeds here, that happy and 
glorious World, which hath been prepa- 
red for the Ri ghteous and Merciful from 
the Foundation of this. And, on the 
contrary, if we viciouſly. and ſcandalouſ- 
ly engroſs the Bleſſings and Comforts of 
this to ourſelves, and baſely purſue our 
-own Pleaſures and Deſires, to the Hurt 
and Injury of others, and to the Detri- 
ment of the Common Good, we muſt 
then expect to meet with all thoſe Puniſh- 
ments, that are fo terribly, though juſt- 
ly: denounced againſt the cruel and un- 
, righteous. Man, 


Now let us conſider a little; what * 


g ſurd and deſtructive Doctrines were de- 
ſtroyed by Chriſt's Coming amongſt us; 
and what an uſefM, rational and amiable 
Religion was commanded to be obſerved, 
and we muſt confeſs, That in the Chri- 
ſtian Religion a God appears in an Un- 


dertaking truly worthy of a God. 


Nec Deus intenſit, ni i "ow we nodus | 


Ani. "Oe" Fa 


1 SHALL new, in . laſt Place, con- 


ider the Uſes-that may be drawn from 
8 Frs RS 8 


what has been ſaid. 
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Fiksr then, They in a moſt! groſs 


+ Irs ſtupid Manner impoſe upon Man- 
- kind, who maintain, that — Þcutlh Rea- 


ſon had been ſufficient to direct us in the 


Furſuit of true Religion, without the In- 
ſtruction of a Divine Meſſenger. But 


they, who argue thus fantaſtically, ought 


to confider; that they argue contrray to 


Matter of Fact. For had Human Rea- 
ſon been ſufficient to guide us in the Way 
of Truth, we ſhould then have found it 
in the edu en of ſome of the ancient 


Fhiloſophers; many of whom were bleſ- 


- fed with as great a Share of Human Rea- | 
jon, and as diligently laboured to find 
deut, wherein Religion and Virtue truly 


exiſted, as any modern Reafoner whatſo- 


ever: And yet none f them were able 


to diſeover their real Exiſtence. For ul. 
, after he had diſcanted on the Being 


and Providence of God; on the Immor- 


| = trips; on every Subject that 


approaches Chriſtianity, with the utmoſt 
e of Truth and Argument, that un- 


Tn Reaſon could be Maſter of, ends 
his Inquiries with this doubtful and diſ- 
heartening Sentence. Nullum Fudicium 


 FMterponere (. In vain therefore. did he 


e 
4 


| (4) Cicero de Divin. Lib. 21. 


. a. Ab 
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moſt beautifully harangue on the Nature 
and Exiſtence of God: In vain did he 
make many glorious Deſeriptions of Mo- 
ral Virtues: In vain did he recommend 
them to the Practice of the World, when 
for ought he knew, they might have no 
N than in his own fruitful 
8 Plato (J), becauſe he knew 


not wherein to place true Religion, ſays, + 


that every one ſhould. worſhip the Gods 
of his own "exp And Socrates (m) 
the Birth, Pride ort of three thou; 
fand Vears, ſpeaks of the Immortality 


of the Soul with great Uncertainty. (0 


Or- &Tep 7 5 o dYavrdr& in 5, 


was his conſtant Tone: To talk thus 


r 


doubtfully on theſe im 
was all that theſe great Aloe could N28 
tend to: And yet theſe were the Men, 


who argued through all the Points of Du- 


ty to God and Man, with all the Force 


of Human Reaſon, and al} the Charms 
of Human Eloquenee ;, that had it not 


been for Chriſtianity we had been Idola- 
ters ſtill; fince theſe wonderful Maſters 

| of Reaſon had ſuch Me + cools in the 
| Search 


_ 


_— Plato = Low 1 E +: 
(m) Eſſay on Reaſon. 
6) * in Phzdon.. 
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Search after Virtue and true Religion. 
And perhaps by this Time we might 
have had a double Number of Deities to 
thoſe found at Rome in the Days of St. 
Auſtin, which were no leſs than Thirty 
Thouſand: And had been adoring with 
the Egyptians the Leeks and Onions (o) 
in our Gardens. But bleſſed be the 
Lord God of Jrael, for he hath viſit- 
ed and redeemed. his People, and hath 
& delivered us out of the Hands of theſe 
our Enemies, that we might ſerve him 
all the Days of our Life, Luke i. 14, 
. 75. Beſides, had it been poſſible for us 
by the Help of Human Reaſon to diſco- 
ver our Duty to God and Man; yet what 
human Expedient can be fo proper to 
keep the World ; in Order and Decency, 
like what we find in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. For moſt certainly the Doctrines 
and Preaching of the Son of God will 
ever be of greater Encouragement to us 
to practiſe univerſal Charity, and all o- 
ther Chriſtian Graces, than the Preach- 
ing of any mere Man: His Example of 
greater Perfection to encourage us to do 
Good and to eſchew Evil, and to diſpoſe 
| ad engage us to all Virtue f 415 
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They therefore, who affirm Human Rea< 
ſon to be ſufficient to direct us in the Pur- 
ſuit of true Religion, without a Meſſen- 
ger from Heaven, not only impoſe upon 
the Underſtandings of Men by affirming, 
a Lye : But they alſo act like the worſt of 
mad Men, who take Pleaſure in doing 
Miſchief for Miſchief Sake, by endea- - 


vouring to fruſtrate the beſt Means that 


can be propoſed to the World to promote 
the Glory of God, and univerſal Love - 
and Charity in it, e 
SGecondiy, ThE likewiſe diſcredit our 
moſt holy Religion, who think ſo mean- 
ly of it, as to require the Aſſiſtance of the - 
Secular Power to ſilence its Enemies and 
Oppoſers. But theſe mighty Pretenders 


to Religion ſurely forget the Advice gi- 


ven. by two of the Apoſtles. One of 


Which tells the Corinthians, that he would 


have them examine his Doctrines, and 
ſee whether what he ſaid was juſt and rea- 
fonable, before they put it into Practice. 


Wy *I ſpeak, ſays St. Paul, to the Wile, 


judge ye of what I fay.” The other 
exhorteth his Followers to be ready al- - 

ways to give an Account to every Man, . 
that aſketh you a Reaſon of the Hope 
that is in you, with Meekneſs and F car. 
Pet. iii. 5. So far were theſe greatCham- - 
90 > N Ws D 1 | P10ns iS 


; N "7 


All Men to an 
Ef it: And in Truth, the Chriſtian Re- 
| Hgion wants not, neither doth it with for 


x The | Diviniy of the 


pions of Chriſtianity from thinking that 


their Religion would fuffer by af exact 


and firiet Scrutiny, that they exhorted 
open and free Examination 


fach mean Aids to gain it Admittance a- 
23 * polite and lettered Part of 


For the Duties it propoſeth 
to us for © our temporal Security in this, as 


well as our eternal Happineſs in the other 


World, are of ſo wiſe and reaſonable a 
Nature ; fo well Prepared and adapted 
for all Communities in general, and of 
each Perſon in particular, that if it could 


boaſt of no other Helps, than its Moral 
Duties; they were ſufficient one would 


dee to exempt it from Contempt and 
idicule. But it is likewiſe ſo well 
guarded and defended with many noble 


and external Proofs: that the Chriſtian 


Religion will never refuſe to ſtand the ſe- 
| vereſt Frials. For it deſireth nothing lo 
3 much to make itſelf beloved and efteem- 
eld, as to be thoroughly known, and the 


ſtrifter i it is examined, the brighter Lu- 
fre it will gain; and, like true Gold, 


Fi Ire, 


will ſhine the 1 ter for * ſeven 
times refined in the 7 
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Dirdy, Tux allo. diſhongur the 
Chriſtian Religion, who, though they 
| have true and juſt Nations of its Moral 
Precepts; yet think unjuſtly of its poſi- 
tive Inſtidutions: They ſuppoſe, if 
5%. they do juſtly and love Merey, and 
alk humbly with God, , without any 
Regard to poſitive Duties, that they ſhall 
be accepted with him. This maſt cer- 
tainly is a great Prejudice : Becauſe theſe 
Poſitives are the very Props and Butte- 
refles that keep the Eſſentials of Chriſtia- 
nity together, by compelling all Chriſti- 
ans to a ſtrict Obſervance of them, and 
indeed were there not ſome External Rites 
made uſe of to bind Mankind, in a moſt 
ſolemn Manner, to the Acknowledgment 
of one Faith, much the greateſt Propor- 
tion of Men would be toſſed. from one 
Doctrine to another, to the utter Extir- 
Pütion of ſocial Virtues, by the cunning 
Management of {kilful-Men,. who always 
4 have it in their Power to dreſs up any 
_ monſtrous and abſurd Opinion in ſuch an 
agreeable Garb, as to gain it Admittance. 1 
amongſt the Miſcellaneous Multitude. 4 
The Deſign of our Saviour in inſtituting. 
Poſitives in his Religion was to prevent 
Kich mighty Inconveniencies, that ſuch 
Variety of Opinions might occaſion in 
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Society. For Baptiſm was not deſigned 
in its original Appointment to convey 
any ſupernatural or extraordinary Graces 
on the Perſon baptized; but it was in- 
tended to lay ſuch a ſolemn Obligation 

upon him, as that he ſhould think him- 
ſelf ſtrictly to be taught and inſtructed 

in no other Religion, in order to Prac- 
tice, than that which this Ceremony ini- 
tiated him into. But then, as this Or- 
dinance was to be adminiſtred but once, 
and that in a State of Infancy, Men 
might in Time grow ſupine and careleſs 
of the Obligations they laid themſelves 
under, had they not, when they came to 
Tears of Maturity, ſome other Ceremo- 
nies to put them in Mind of their Baptiſ- 
mal Engagement, which ſhould as ſtrong- 
_ ly engage them to the propagating Chri- 
ſtiian Duties, as the other to be inſtructed 
in them. The Sacrament of the Lord's 
N (2) was ane for no other 


"Poſe, 


42 ) There 8 no other Proof to ſhew, that 
| LS and the Supper of the Lord meant no 
more by the Ancient Fathers and others than — | 
lemn Oaths, than their hin or -fixi | 
Word. Sacrament to them. 5 fig- 
. - nifies an Oath given to Soldiers.  Sacramentom 25 


w — 1 
7 . 
* 


* ow —— On * 


Chriſtian Religion. 4 
- Purpoſe, than to oblige Chriſtians, by 
the moſt awſul Aſſeverations im Hs 
to the Performance of thoſe Duties _ | 
Baptiſm obliged them to be inſtructed in. 
As for Confirmation, it was appointed by 
the Apoſtles to require the Baptized, wien 
they come to Years of Underſtanding, to 
e a free and open Aſſent to thoſe” 
Promiſes, that their Godfathers and God- 
mothers had engaged for them at their 
Baptiſm, to ſhew that they are Members 
of Chriſt's Church, not through n- 
ſtraint and Force, but that their ẽ - © 
Free Will and Choice. This and this ; 
only was the firſt Intent of this truly wiſe | 
and | apoſtolical Inſtitution, The Reaſon p 
then, why Chriſt. inſtituted Poſitives in © -4 
his Religion was, you ſee, not to peſter 
the World with idle and unneceſſary | — 
Rites; but for the Support and Security _ 
of his Moral Virtues. Since therefore - 
the Neceſſity of our Religious Obſerva- | 
tion of them proceed not from any in- f 
trinſick Goodneſs, they pretend to have 
within themſelves ; but for the Service 
they rendet to the Eſſentials of Chriſtia - 5 


Let us look upon them as they 
E originally —— and then we 
e _ Tur that our Saviour will 
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| pronaſed, with hib 
— 10 the End of the World; ſo 


N 1 ail 
igh- 
we may make fuch a right | 


an, as that we may bye 
W promote the Honour of God 
ED. by Sur rational Service to him 
God of Men, by doing what- 
r un iaonid that Men ſotild do m0 
at, aum ſo let us do unto them; for this is 
Tau and the Prophets, Matth. vii. 
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